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The  history  of  Fell  Township  that  is  given  in  the  left-hand 
columns  on  the  following  three  pages  is  from  1880  (pp.  476-477) . 
The  remarks  in  the  right-hand  columns  on  the  following  three 
pages  have  been  made  by  various  persons  as  they  read  this 
history  of  Fell  Township. 


FELL  TOWNSHIP. 


^VjjS^  HIS  township  was  formed  from  Carbon  dale 
township,  in  November,  1S45,  and  named  in 
honor  of  the  late  Judge  Jesse  Fell,  who  ac- 
quired  considerable  fame  in  the  Wyoming 
55)  valley  in  its  early  history.  Its  population  in  1870 
'jr'"  was  343.  and  441  in  1880. 

Peter  F.  Ball  located  here  in  the  spring  of  1S1S. 
He  came  from  the  State  of  New  York,  and  settled  very 
near  the  present  residence  of  Woodbury  Coil,  in  the 
northwest  part  of  the  township.  Here  he  built  the  pioneer 
log  house  of  this  township,  which  was  then  a  dense  wii 
derness  of  valuable  timber.  Up  to  1823  the  settlers  were 
but  few;  nearly  or  quite  all  up  to  that  time  had  located 
along  the  western  border  of  the  township,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Crystal  creek.  Among  them  were  John  Carr,  Jona¬ 
than  Vail,  George  Reynolds,  John  Mills,  James  Farris 
and  Peter  Wedeman,  who  located  in  1S25  where  his  son 
Henry  Wedeman  now  lives. 


Up  to  rS25  no  frame  buildings  had  been  put  up,  ex¬ 
cept  the  house  of  George  Reynolds,  and  that  was  cover¬ 
ed,  sides  and  roof,  with  long  white  ash  shingles  split  out. 

The  first  framed  house  after  rS25  was  built  by  John 
Montgomery,  where  his  son-in-law,  Jackson  Baker,  now 
lives.  I  he  pioneer  framed  barn  was  built  bv  George 
Reynolds  in  1825,  and  another  in  the  same  year  by  Peter 


Wedeman,  on  Henry  Wedeman’s  farm;  it  is  still  standing 
and  in  good  condition. 

The  pioneer  school-house  was  built  of  logs;  about 
1820,  on  the  creek, near  Jonathan  Vail's,  and  was  known  as 
the  “Carr  school-house,”  as  it  was  near  Carr's  residence. 
The  first  frame  school-house  was  built  in  1831,  on  Vail’s 
land,  now  belonging  to  the  John  Russel  estate.  The 
pioneer  school  teacher  was  Biah  Hudson,  whose  descen¬ 
dants  now  live  along  the  turnpike  about  a  miie  and  a 
quarter  from  Carbondale.  John  Nelson  taught  in  the 
old  log  shool-house  in  1825;  seme  of  his  pupils  still  living 
are  Samuel  Reynolds,  Euresta  Ball,  now  Mrs.  Vail,  Maria 
Reynolds,  Henry  Wedeman,  George  Reynolds,  Shelf 
Reynolds,  Eli  Farris,  Silas  Farris  and  Deacon  Finch. 


HLRP  (04-20-78) : 

"Vfe  are  in  the  northwest  part  of 
the  township." 


See  note  in  Vol.  I  of  SRP 
on  p.  2244  about  Jonathan 
Vail. 


HLRP  (04-20-78): 

"Reynolds'  used  to  be  the  John 
Wedeman  place.  That's  where 
Russ  is  now. " 
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